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Who am I?



Hobbyists Collect Stuff!

Philatelists

Numismatists Pannapictagraphists

Model Train Enthusiasts



Hams Also Collect Stuff!



K8NB QST Article (April 2018)



KLØS QST 
Article

(Sep 2019)



Ok, I like things organized…



Some first thoughts
• We all have an expiration date…
• Prepare ahead of time
• Do you have a will?
• Do you have a living trust?
• Do you have powers of attorney?
• Do you have a medical directive?
• Front-door medical binder?
• Do you have someone identified to help 

your family with your ham radio estate?



Make a Plan
• Everyone's situation is different
• Have a plan to dispose of your hobby stuff
• Maximize return or be generous
• Choose a friend
• Have a meeting
• Document your plan!
• Club member assistance
• Club formal/semi-formal committee
• Your obituary???



Club Membership



Pre-Disposal

• Calculus of time
• Donate?
• Sell?
• Auction?
• Hamfests?
• For sale lists?
• Plan and act ahead of time?



Estate Buyers and Equipment Sellers



SK Reporting

• Non-ham notifications
• FCC – cancel license OR transfer 

callsign
• ARRL QST Silent Key Column
• QRZ.com
• QSL Bureau(s)
• Hobby email reflectors
• Other ham group relationships



Other Issues

• Account access

• Passwords & Security Questions
• 2-Factor authorizations
• Computer code author?

• DXpedition logs

• Club or MARS Equipment
• ARRL Estate Planning Workbook



QSL Card Collections?



Helping the Family
• Are you willing to help?
• Periods of grief vary
• Ask how you can help
• Involve yourself only with the ham radio 

estate
• Ensure they know it will take time
• Family may not be hams & not know worth
• What is salvageable?
• Decide how to proceed



Helping the Family
• Donate?
• Sell?
• Auction?
• Equipment testing
• Hamfests?
• For sale lists
• Keep good records of your work
• Provide proceeds to family quickly



Memento Collection for the Family
• Gather a few small things:

-- call sign badge
-- ham related pictures
-- newspaper articles

• Collect it all and present
thoughtfully at an
appropriate time



Are you prepared?

Time to get ready is now…

When will you become
a Silent Key?

Have you made it as easy as
possible for your family?



73 and GL
de KLØS!
(kl0s@arrl.net)

"I have a soldering iron
and I'm not afraid

to use it!"




